
 

 
 
 
 

 
Topic: Web censorship in schools 
Debate: Should the school be allowed to censor online content? 

 
Project outline 
Read the Magna Carta: My Digital Rights Project Guide for Teachers to find out 
more about how to use this document. 
 

Step 1: Setting the scene 
Begin by asking the group to watch the video clip. 
This film has been developed in partnership with WebWeWant.org.   
 
A free school has been opened in Manchester which has very conservative religious 
values. They want to censor all text books and online content that have images of 
women with uncovered shoulders. 
 

Step 2: The big debate 
Should the school be allowed to censor online content? 
 

Step 3: Make it memorable  
This is the moment for you to make the process and outcome of your debate 
memorable. Here are some suggestions of activities to consolidate and extend the 
learning gained by the students during their debate: 

 Students write their own individual clause for a collaborative whole-class 
Magna Carta for the digital age. The clause should best reflect their 
argument, and can be an opportunity to practise skills in summarising and 
synthesising ideas. Have a look at the British Library’s own Magna Carta for 
the digital age to read the many different clauses submitted by young people 
around the world. 

Theme: Freedom Online 

http://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/mcdr-a-guide-for-teachers
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/freedom-web-censorship-in-schools
http://webwewant.org/
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/vote-now
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/vote-now


 

 Create a campaign poster that reflects their arguments and opinions on digital 
rights. This can be done as individual or small group work.  

 Develop a school Magna Carta for teachers to sign. 

 Use the knowledge gained to campaign for change in school or in their 
community. Activities could include writing to a local MP, approaching the 
local media or producing an article for a school newspaper. 

 Use the insight and understanding gained to become involved in campaigns 
across the UK and internationally, with organisations such as Amnesty 
International. 

 
Useful Resources 
 

Films and articles 
Our website features a selection of resources which may help you and your students 
prepare for your debate. This includes: 

 A short film introducing the issues around freedom online 

 Articles exploring freedom of speech and cyberbullying.  
 

Prompt questions 
You may want to help direct your students' research and argument development 
with the following questions: 

 Should schools protect pupils from offensive/dangerous and otherwise 
inappropriate material? 

 Who gets to decide what is offence or dangerous? 

 Are some school web filters too restrictive? 

 Should individual schools get to decide what pupils can or can’t see, or should 
the government make the decision? 

 By blocking websites can it take longer for students to find the answers they 
may need for their school work? 

 Should students try to bypass the filters? 
 

External links 

Below are some useful articles on the topic: 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_blocking_in_the_United_Kingdom 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/10003579 

 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/8526161/Creationis
m-banned-from-free-schools.html 

 http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/sep/26/books-censorship-
prisons-schools-free-speech-un-shakespeare 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-12126700 
 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/freedom
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/themes/freedom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_blocking_in_the_United_Kingdom
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/10003579
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/8526161/Creationism-banned-from-free-schools.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/8526161/Creationism-banned-from-free-schools.html
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/sep/26/books-censorship-prisons-schools-free-speech-un-shakespeare
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/sep/26/books-censorship-prisons-schools-free-speech-un-shakespeare
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-12126700


 

The law 
 There are no specific laws regarding schools blocking certain websites. 

However, did you know that off–the-shelf learning management systems 
usually come with automatic blocking software. 

 In America the 2000 Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) determined in 
Federal law that all schools and public libraries must protect minors from 
viewing obscene or harmful images when using the internet. 

http://www.fcc.gov/guides/childrens-internet-protection-act

